Act LV of 1993

on Hungarian Citizenship*

With a view to preserve the moral weight of Hungarinationality and to strengthen the
attachment and devotion of Hungarian citizens todduy, with due respect to the freedom of
will of natural persons, to promote the unificatiohcitizenship within a family and to reduce
cases of statelessness, also with regard to thigidres of Hungarian laws on citizenship and the
provisions of international conventions, Parliambas adopted the following Act on acquiring
Hungarian citizenship by right, naturalization dher lawful means, and on the termination of
Hungarian citizenshig:

Basic Principles

Section 1.

(1) There shall be no discrimination between Hungatitinens on the basis of whether it was
acquired by right or otherwise.

(2)‘51 The right of changing one’s citizenship may notésricted arbitrarily.

(3)

(4) This Act has no retroactive effect. Hungariatizenship, on general principle, shall be
governed by the regulations in force at the timeo@furrence of the facts or events with any
bearing on citizenship.

Hungarian Citizens

Section 2.

(1)° Any person who has Hungarian citizenship at theetof this Act entering into force and
any person who becomes a Hungarian citizen ontteegth of the Fundamental Law or this Act,
or who acquires Hungarian citizenship under thig 8lsall be recognized as a Hungarian citizen,
until his/her citizenship terminates.

! Promulgated on 15 June 1993.
2 Amended: by subparagraph a) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.

* Amended: by subparagraph b) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change
does not effect the English version.

* Established: by paragraph (1) Section 71 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.
> Repealed: by paragraph (1) Section 73 of Act CCl of 2011. No longer in force: as of 1. 01. 2012.

® Amended: by subparagraph c) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.



(2) Unless an Act provides otherwise, any Hungadaizen who also holds citizenship in
another country shall be regarded as a Hungari@ewmifor the purposes of the application of
Hungarian law.

Acquiring Hungarian Citizenship by Right

Section 3.
@y

(2) The child of a non-Hungarian citizen parentlishaquire Hungarian citizenship at birth
with retroactive effect, if the other parent is aundarian citizen, in the event of
acknowledgement of paternity in a verified statetnsabsequent marriage, or the establishment
of fatherhood or motherhood by the court of law.

(3) Until proven to the contrary, the following pens shall be recognized as Hungarian
citizens:

a)® children born in Hungary of stateless personsiiegiin Hungary;

b) children born of unknown parents and found imghry.

Acquiring Hungarian Citizenship

Naturalization

Section 4.

(1) A non-Hungarian citizen may be naturalized upequest if:

a) the petitioner has resided in Hungary continlyoaser a period of eight years prior to the
submission of the petition;

b) according to Hungarian laws, the applicant hadean criminal record and is not being
indicted in any criminal proceedings before the glnman court;

c)® the applicant has sufficient means of subsistancdea place of abode in Hungary;

d)'° his/her naturalization is not considered to béraat to public policy or to the national
security of Hungary; and

e) * the applicant provides proof that he/she has paseexamination in basic constitutional
studies in the Hungarian language, or that of bekempted by virtue of this Act.

’ Repealed: by paragraph (2) Section 73 of Act CCl of 2011. No longer in force: as of 1. 01. 2012.
8 Established by Section 1 of Act LVI of 2003, effective as of 1 September 2003.

> Amended: by Section 26 of Act LXXVI of 2012. In force: as of 27. 06. 2012. The change does not effect
the English version.

19 Established: by paragraph (1) Section 2 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to
proceedings opened after 1 January 2011. Amended: by subparagraph d) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011.
In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.



(2) A non-Hungarian citizen who has resided in Hanggcontinuously for a period of at least
three years prior to the submission of the petiaod who satisfies the conditions specified in
Paragraphs b)-e) of Subsection (1) may be natedhtin preferential terms, provided that:

a) he/she has lived in the household of a Hunganit&en in lawful marriage for at least three
years, or the marriage has been terminated upaspihese's death;

b) his/her minor child is a Hungarian citizen;

c) he/she has been adopted by a Hungarian citizen;

d) he/she has been recognized as a refugee byigetent Hungarian authority.

(3)*? If the requirements set out in Paragraphsindd) of Subsection (1) are satisfied, upon
request a non-Hungarian citizen whose ascendantamdsngarian citizen or who is able to
substantiate of being of Hungarian origin may baursdized on preferential terms, if he/she
proves that he/she is sufficiently proficient ie tHungarian language.

(3a)"® Upon request, a non-Hungarian citizen may be akred on preferential terms if:

a) he/she

aa) has lived in lawful marriage for at least ten yeaith a person holding a Hungarian
citizenship at the time the petition for citizersis submitted, or

ab) has lived in lawful marriage for at least five yeavith a person holding a Hungarian
citizenship at the time the petition for citizersis submitted, and they have a child together;

b) he/she meets the conditions set out in Paragtapdrsdd) of Subsection (1); and

c¢) he/she has provided proof of proficiency in thenbfarian language.

(4) ** A non-Hungarian citizen who has resided in Hungamgtinuously for at least five years
prior to the date of submission of the petitiond #ithe conditions set out in Paragraphs b)-e) of
Subsection (1) are satisfied, may be naturalizegreferential terms if he/she:

a) was born in the territory of Hungary;

b) had established residence in Hungary beforennegdegal age;

C) is stateless.

(5)*° The criteria of continuous residence in Hungaoy, the periods of time defined in
Subsections (1)-(2) and (4), may be waived in tagecof minors, if the minor’'s petition for
naturalization is submitted together with his/hergmt’'s or if his/her parent was granted
Hungarian citizenship.

! Established by Subsection (1) of Section 1 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to
cases in progress as well.

12 Established: by paragraph (2) Section 2 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to
proceedings opened after 1 January 2011.

3 Enacted: by Section 52 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

1% Established by Subsection (2) of Section 1 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to
cases in progress as well.

!> Established: by paragraph (3) Section 2 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to
proceedings opened after 1 January 2011.



(6) *® Minor children may be granted Hungarian citizepshiadopted by a Hungarian citizen
irrespective of where their residence is located.

(7)'" If the requirements set out in Paragraphsndd) of Subsection (1) are satisfied, the
President of the Republic may grant exemption ebdas a proposal presented by the minister in
charge of naturalization and nationality (hereieafteferred to as “minister”) - from other
naturalization requirements if naturalizing the laggmt is in the overriding interest of Hungary.

(8)'® Proof of proficiency in the Hungarian language maybe required in the case of persons
who are legally incompetent or of limited legal aeipy.

Basic Constitutional Studies Examination®®

Section 4/A. %°

(1) ** Applicants shall take the examination defined ara@raph e) of Subsection (1) of
Section 4 before the committee appointed by they biedegated by the Government by means of
a decree.

(2) The following shall not be required to take gx@mination:

a) persons who are legally incompetent or with distied capacity;

b) “? persons who graduated in the Hungarian languagesithool or educational institution or
institute of higher education;

c)* persons over sixty years of age at the time ofrstion of the application;

!¢ Established by Subsection (2) of Section 1 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to
cases in progress as well.

Y7 Established: by Section 25 of Act LXXVI of 2012. In force: as of 27. 06. 2012. Amended: by
subparagraph a) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

'8 Enacted: by paragraph (5) Section 2 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to
proceedings opened after 1 January 2011.

¥ Enacted by Section 2 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
well.

%% Enacted by Section 2 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
well.

2! Amended by Paragraph h) of Subsection (1) of Section 7 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by paragraph (6)
Section 26 of Act LXXXII of 2008. In force: as of 01. 01. 2009. Amended: by subparagraph b) Section 81 of
Act XLIII of 2010. In force: as of 1. 09. 2010. Amended: by Section 55 of Act CXXVI of 2010. In force: as of
1. 01. 2011. Amended: by subparagraph a) Section 23 of Act XClIl of 2012. In force: as of 6. 07. 2012.
Amended: by subparagraph b) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

22 Established by Section 2 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 January 2006.

22 Amended: by subparagraph c) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.



d) persons who are able to verify of lacking thpawaty to take the exam due to suffering in a
permanent and irreversible sickness.

Repatriation

Section 5.2

Upon request, a person whose Hungarian citizenshgpterminated may be repatriated if the
conditions set out in Paragrapbsandd) of Subsection (1) of Section 4 are satisfied agftdhe
proves that he/she is sufficiently proficient ie tHungarian language.

Declaration®

Section 5/A. %

(1) By declaration addressed to the President @fRBhpublic, the declarant shall be granted
Hungarian citizenship as of the day on which ftled:?’

a) “® if having been deprived of Hungarian citizenshipvirtue of Act X of 1947 and Act
XXVI of 1948 on the Deprivation of Hungarian Citieghip of Certain Persons Residing Abroad,
or under Act LX of 1948 on Hungarian CitizenshipAat V of 1957 on Citizenship, or if having
lost his/her citizenship by virtue of Decree No70A.946 ME, Government Decree 10.515/1947
Korm. or Government Decree 12.200/1947 Korm., femtiore, whose Hungarian citizenship
was terminated by expatriation between 15 Septedf®&r and 2 May 1990;

b)?° if born in the territory of Hungary and was notaaded his/her parents’ foreign citizenship
as a birthright, under the law of the State whéee garents hold citizenship, provided that the
declarant’s parents resided in Hungary on the dayigher birth and has been residing
continuously in the territory of Hungary for at $dive years prior to the submission of the
petition;

¥ Established: by Section 3 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to proceedings
opened after 1 January 2011.

% Enacted by Section 3 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
well.

¢ Enacted by Section 3 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
well.

27 Amended: by subparagraph f) Section 72 of Act CCI of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.

8 Amended by Subsection (1) of Section 5 of Act LVI of 2003. Amended: by subparagraph g) Section 72 of
Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change does not effect the English version.

2% Established: by paragraph (1) Section 53 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.



c) *°if the person was born before 1 October 1957 moother who was a Hungarian citizen
and a father who was a foreign national and if mmdsrian citizenship was granted at birth.

(1a)! The declarant shall have the right to make théipetreferred to in Paragraph) of
Subsection (1) before the age of nineteen.

(2) * If the declaration is approved the body in chasfjraturalization and nationality matters
shall issue a citizenship certificate.

(3) * The body in charge of naturalization and natidpatatters shall adopt a resolution if
any criteria for accepting the declaration is nmgsincluding those prescribed in Sections 13-15
concerning the submission of petitions. Review wéhsresolutions may be requested at the
Fovarosi Kozigazgatasi €s Munkaugyi Birosag (Budagasirt of Public Administration and
Labor).

Rules of Competence, Oath and Pledge of Allegiance

Section 6.

(1) * Decisions in connection with petitions for the w@isition of Hungarian citizenship by
way of naturalization or repatriation shall be agolpby the President of the Republic based upon
the recommendation of the minister.

(2)* The President of the Republic shall issue a éeaté of naturalization or repatriation
attesting the acquisition of Hungarian citizensliiiereinafter referred to as "certificate of
naturalization").

(3)*® The certificate of naturalization - if the proceegs under Section 20/A are conducted,
and the minister or the body in charge of natuadilin and nationality matters has authorized the

% Enacted by Section 3 of Act LVI of 2003, effective as of 1 September 2003.
*1 Enacted: by paragraph (2) Section 53 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

2 Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph d) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

** Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph h) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by Section 13 of Act
CCXI of 2012. In force: as of 1. 01. 2013. Amended: by subparagraph e) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In
force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

** Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph i) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change does not effect the
English version.

*> Amended: by subparagraph i) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change
does not effect the English version.

*® Enacted: by Section 14 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011. Amended: by subparagraph f)
Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.



change of name - shall be made out bearing thenaame. The certificate of naturalization - if
the proceedings under Section 20/A are conducted,tlae minister or the body in charge of
naturalization and nationality matters refused tdharize the change of name, or if the
proceedings under Section 20/A are not conductdtal be made out bearing the name of the
foreign national applying for naturalization.

Section 7.

(1)*” Naturalized and repatriated (hereinafter refetcedollectively as “naturalized”) persons
shall have the option to take either a citizengbagh or pledge of allegiance. The naturalized
person shall take the oath or pledge of allegidoefere the mayor of jurisdiction by reference to
his/her residence, or, if Subsections (3), (3d)a(@ (7) of Section 4, or Section 5 apply, before
the mayor or the director of the competent foremjssion of Hungary at his/her option. When
taking the oath or pledge of allegiance the dineofahe competent foreign mission of Hungary
may be replaced by a consulate officer he/she bsigated. If the naturalized person is legally
incompetent, the oath or pledge of allegiance df@llaken in his/her name by his/her guardian.
When taking the oath or pledge of allegiance theatlor of the competent foreign mission of
Hungary may be replaced by a consulate officeteelfas designated.

(2) The naturalized person shall acquire Hungatiimenship on the day of the taking of the
oath or pledge of allegiance. The fact and dat¢hefoath or pledge of allegiance shall be
indicated on the certificate of naturalization.

(3) If the naturalized person dies before taking tfath or pledge of allegiance, or if he/she
falls into a condition which prevents him/her fraaking an oath or pledge of allegiance, he/she
shall acquire Hungarian citizenship on the dayhefissue of the certificate of naturalization.

(4)*® The citizenship oath shall read as follows:

[y s , do solemnly swézat | will consider Hungary my homeland. | wiké a
loyal citizen of and bear true faith and allegianeeHungary, | will support and observe the
Fundamental Law and other legislation. | will defesand serve my country to the best of my
abilities. So help me God.

(4a)*° The pledge of allegiance shall read as follows:

[y s , do solemnly swézat | will consider Hungary my homeland. | wiké a
loyal citizen of and bear true faith and allegiatoeHungary, | will support and observe the
Fundamental Law and other legislation. | will defesand serve my country to the best of my
abilities.

(5) The citizenship oath and the pledge of alleggaare equivalent.

Termination of Hungarian Citizenship

3’ Established: by Section 4 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to proceedings
opened after 1 January 2011. Amended: by paragraph (1) Section 20 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9.
03. 2011. Amended: by subparagraph g) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

%8 Established: by paragraph (2) Section 71 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.

% Enacted: by paragraph (3) Section 71 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.



Abjuration

Section 8.

(1)* A Hungarian citizen may renounce his Hungariaizeitship by declaration addressed to
the President of the Republic if:

a) he/she has another citizenship or is able to ecigl¢he acquisition thereof, and

b) he/she is not listed in the personal data andesddrecords, or left the territory of Hungary
with intent to settle in another country, or if $le¢ resides abroad as a Hungarian citizen and has
no registered habitual residence in Hungary.

(2) *! If the criteria set out in Subsection (1) ares§&i, the minister shall submit a proposal
to the President of the Republic by recommendatiotihe body in charge of naturalization and
nationality matters concerning the acceptanceefénouncement. The President of the Republic
shall issue a certificate of the termination of ganan citizenship by abjuration. Hungarian
citizenship shall be considered terminated on thewhen the certificate is issued.

(3) * The body in charge of naturalization and natidpatiatters shall adopt a resolution if the
criteria for the acceptance of the renouncemennatesatisfied. The review of such resolution
may be requested at théviarosi Kézigazgatasi és Munkatgyi Bir6sag (Buda@esirt of Public
Administration and Labor).

(4) *® The person whose renunciation of Hungarian cishgnwas accepted may file a petition
to the President of the Republic for reinstatenvétttin three years of the date of acceptance, if
the petitioner did not acquire citizenship in amstbountry.

Withdrawal of Hungarian Citizenship

Section 9.

(1) ** Hungarian citizenship may be withdrawn if it wastained through unlawful means, in
particular, by the recipient's conduct aimed atleaiding the authorities by disclosing false or

%0 Established: by Section 54 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

** Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph h) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

*2 Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph h) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by Section 13 of Act
CCXIl of 2012. In force: as of 1. 01. 2013. Amended: by subparagraph e) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In
force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

* Enacted by Section 5 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
well. Amended: by subparagraph i) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

* Established by Section 6 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
well.



untrue data, or by concealing any consequentia datnformation. Hungarian citizenship may
not be withdrawn after ten years from the dateasawarded.

(2) *® The body in charge of naturalization and natidpatiatters shall convey the existence of
any grounds for the withdrawal of citizenship infamal resolution. The review of such
resolution may be requested at thé&v&rosi Kozigazgatasi és Munkatgyi Birésag (Budapest
Court of Public Administration and Labor).

(3) *® Decisions in connection with the withdrawal of lgamian citizenship by way of
withdrawal shall be adopted by the President ofRepublic based upon the recommendation of
the minister.

(4) The decision concerning the withdrawal of Huaga citizenship shall be published in the
Official Hungarian Gazette (Magyar Kozlony). Hungar citizenship shall be considered
terminated on the day of publication of the decisio

Verification of Hungarian Citizenship

Section 10.%7

(1) Hungarian citizenship may be evidenced by:

a) a valid personal identification document;

b) a valid Hungarian passport;

c) a valid certificate of citizenship;

d) by a certificate of naturalization, until proventhe contrary.

(2) If a Hungarian citizen is unable to verify hief Hungarian citizenship by way of the means
defined in Paragraphs)-d) of Subsection (1) hereof, Hungarian citizenshipyrha verified -
lacking proof to the contrary - by a Hungarian passthat has been void due to expiry, for a
period of one year after the date of expiry.

(3) The personal data and address records shallemsé the Hungarian citizenship of
Hungarian citizens registered therein.

Section 11.

(1) *® At the request of the person concerned, the badgharge of naturalization and
nationality matters shall issue a certificate dizenship to certify the existence or terminatidn o

*> Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph h) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by Section 13 of Act
CCXI of 2012. In force: as of 1. 01. 2013. Amended: by subparagraph d) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In
force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

% Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006.
* Established: by Section 55 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

*® Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by Section 12
of Act CLXXIV of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by subparagraph i) Section 72 of Act CCl of
2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change does not effect the English version.



Hungarian citizenship, or the fact that the persahicated in the certificate is not a Hungarian
citizen.

(2)* The certificate of citizenship shall be valid ®mperiod of three years from the date of
issue.

(3) *° The certificate of citizenship shall contain:

a) the name of the competent authority and the mas®er;

b) the name and date and place of birth of theestijug person;

c) the relevant facts of the case;

d)*! the specific statutes based on which the bodyharge of naturalization and nationality
matters made its decision;

e) the place and time when and where the decisammade, the name and title of the issuer,
and the stamp of the authority;

f) the period of validity of the certificate of @énship.

(4) ° The review of a resolution for the rejection oé teertificate of citizenship, or for the
issue of the certificate of citizenship may be exjad at the dvarosi Kozigazgatasi és
Munkaulgyi Birésag (Budapest Court of Public Admiirgson and Labor).

(5) > In proceedings for the issue of certificate ofzeihship petitions for reopening the case
may not be lodged.

Section 12. >

If contacted by any law enforcement agency, criimaestigation or immigration authority,
national security or military administrative agess;i a notary (chief notary), notary public,
consular and foreign authorities, and by other @uties and/or government bodies, the body in
charge of naturalization and nationality matterallsbstablish the existence or termination of the
Hungarian citizenship of a person, or the fact thit person is not a Hungarian citizen.

Citizenship Proceedings

* Amended: by subparagraph j) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
*% Established by Subsection (1) of Section 3 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 November 2005.
> Established: by Section 56 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

>2 Enacted by Subsection (2) of Section 3 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 November 2005. Amended:
by subparagraph h) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by Section 13 of
Act CCXI of 2012. In force: as of 1. 01. 2013.

>* Enacted by Subsection (2) of Section 3 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 November 2005. Amended:
by paragraph (3) Section 20 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011.

> Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by Section 12
of Act CLXXIV of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by subparagraph i) Section 72 of Act CCl of
2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change does not effect the English version.



Section 13. %°

(1)*® The declaration and petition for citizenship, treelaration of renunciation of citizenship,
and the application for the issue of a citizenstaificate (hereinafter referred to collectively a
“petition for citizenship”) may be submitted:

a)°’ to the district (Budapest district) offices of Baymbst and county government agencies
(hereinafter referred to as “district office”);

b)* to the integrated customer service center of dmepetent Budapest or county government
agency (hereinafter referred to as “integratedasust service center”);

c) to the officer of the competent Hungarian congjlat

d)> to the body in charge of naturalization and natiioy matters.

(2) The petition for citizenship shall be submittahtaining the information prescribed by law,
and it shall be made out in the Hungarian languaxyeept for applications for the issue of
citizenship certificates. The petition shall bengd by the petitioner. When the petition is
submitted the petitioner's identity shall be esthlgld and the information contained in the
petition shall be checked against the data of toeichents attached.

(3) An application for a certificate of citizenshgh another person may be submitted by any
person who is able to substantiate of having sedasterest.

(4) ® The head of the district office, or the head @ ittegrated customer service center shall
dispatch the petition for citizenship to the bodyharge of naturalization and nationality matters
within five days, or by the consul by the first idimatic mail delivery following receipt.

Section 14. %

(1)°? The petition for citizenship shall contain - aatiog to the forms prescribed by the
relevant government decree - the following datthefperson concerned:

> Established by Section 4 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 November 2005.

>® Established: by Section 5 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to proceedings
opened after 1 January 2011.

>’ Established: by Section 57 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

>% Established: by Section 16 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011. Amended: by subparagraph k)
Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

>? Amended: by Section 12 of Act CLXXIV of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change does not effect
the English version. Amended: by subparagraph a) Section 64 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03.
2013.

% Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by paragraph
(2) Section 20 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011. Amended: by subparagraph I) Section 63 of
Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

®1 Established by Section 5 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 November 2005.



a) surname and forename by birth, married surnamdaadame, surname and forename from
previous marriage (hereinafter referred to colledyi as “name”), date and place of birth,
mother’s name, gender;

b) marital status, date and place of current marriagg any previous marriages, name of
spouse or former spouse, their place and date rti, bnationality, particulars relating to
Hungarian origin;

c) name of spouse’s or former spouse’s parents, filage and date of birth, nationality,
particulars relating to their residence in Hungary;

d) ascendants’ name, place and date of birth, plack date of marriage of ascendants,
information relating to their nationality and resitte;

€) child’ name, place and date of birth, name angnality of the child’s other parent;

f) brother’s, sister's name, place and date of birth;

g) home address, information relating to any previesgdence or accommodation in Hungary;

h) nationality, date of moving to abroad,;

i) education, profession and employment; and

j) contact information for communication with the loth charge of naturalization and
nationality matters and with the minister.

(2) The request referred to in Section 12 shallt@ionthe information specified under
Paragraph a) of Subsection (1), and all other médion specified in Subsection (1) subject to
availability.

(3)°® The petition for citizenship shall - in accordaneith the relevant government decree -
enclose his/her birth certificate and the documeatgying marital status, as well as documents
for substantiating compliance with the conditiorefimed in Sections 4, 5, 8 and 11 for the
assessment of the petition for citizenship.

(4)°* If any data is required for the petition for citiship that is available in the records or
documents of another Hungarian authority, and gt&ipner did not verify such data, they shall
be obtained by the body in charge of naturalizagiod nationality matters.

(5)°° If submitted with the petition for citizenship:

a) documents made out in another State shall be stle if there is no insurmountable
obstacle thereto by definition of the relevant goweent decree - with diplomatic recertification,
unless otherwise required under international ages and in the absence of reciprocity,

b) documents made out in a foreign language shaButenitted with an official Hungarian
translation enclosed.

(6) °® If the petition for citizenship is incomplete etpetitioner failed to attach the documents
required, the body in charge of naturalization aationality matters may call upon the petitioner

82 Established: by paragraph (1) Section 58 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
®3 Established: by paragraph (2) Section 58 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
® Established: by paragraph (2) Section 58 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
® Established: by paragraph (2) Section 58 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

 Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph d) Section 63 and subparagraph b) Section 64 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03.
2013.



to supply the missing information within the presed deadline or bear the consequences
indicated. The deadline for the supply of a missingument shall be set in due consideration of
the time required for obtaining it. In connectiofithwapplications for the issue of citizenship
certificates the notice of missing information $le conveyed within fifteen days following the
date of receipt of the application.

Section 15.

(1)°” The petition for citizenship may be submitted @rgon if the petitioner has legal capacity,
or by the legal representative if the petitiones hiamited legal capacity or if incompetent.

(2) In connection with a petition for naturalizatiaand repatriation, or a declaration of
renunciation, the petitioner with limited legal e&agly shall also be heard.

(3)°® The declaration of consent of both parents shalattached to a minor person’s petition
for Hungarian citizenship, or for his/her renuniaatof Hungarian citizenship, if there is no
insurmountable obstacle thereto.

(4)*° Spouses or a parent living together with his micttitdren or children of legal age with
no legal capacity may submit a joint petition foaturalization or repatriation, or a joint
declaration of renunciation of Hungarian citizemshi

Section 16.

(1)"° The body in charge of naturalization and natigpatiatters shall - within 15 days of issue
- send the certificate of naturalization to the orapf the municipality of the petitioner’s
residence or, if Subsections (3), (3a), (6) and{Section 4, or Section 5 apply, to the mayor or
the officer of the competent Hungarian consulatdafpetitioner’s option, in a diplomatic bag.

(2) ™ The mayor or the consulate officer shall notifg fretitioner within thirty days following
receipt of the document concerning the date anceflar taking the citizenship oath or pledge of
allegiance.

(3)"% The persons naturalized under Subsections (3), (8rand (7) of Section 4, or under
Section 5 may ask - at the latest on the fifth blefpre the date specified in the notice referred to

” Amended: by subparagraph i) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change
does not effect the English version.

 Amended: by paragraph (1) Section 20 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011.

% Amended: by subparagraph i) Section 72 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. The change
does not effect the English version.

7% Established: by Section 6 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to proceedings
opened after 1 January 2011. Amended: by subparagraphs d) and g) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In
force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

! Enacted by Subsection (2) of Section 6 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 January 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph m) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

72 Established: by paragraph (1) Section 59 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.



in Subsection (2) - to take the citizenship oatlpledge of allegiance at a place other than the
one indicated in the notice.

(3a)® In the case provided for in Subsection (3), theyanaor the consulate officer shall
forthwith dispatch the certificate of naturalizatito the mayor indicated in the notice specified in
Subsection (3) or - by way of diplomatic courign-the consulate officer, who shall provide for
carrying out the duties defined in Subsection (8)that case the persons naturalized under
Subsections (3), (3a), (6) and (7) of Section 4umder Section 5 may not repeat the request
defined in Subsection (3).

(4)"* If the citizenship oath or pledge of allegiancenit administered within a period of one
year of the delivery of the notice for reasons mitthe petitioner’s control, the resolution on
naturalization or repatriation shall be rescindédhe person naturalized under Subsections (3),
(3a), (6) and (7) of Section 4, or under Sectiandkes the request defined in Subsection (3), the
time limit shall begin on the date of delivery bétfirst notice.

Section 17. °

(1) "® The body in charge of naturalization and natidpatiatters shall, within sixty days, issue
the certificate defined in Subsection (2) of SectiwA or adopt the resolution defined in
Subsection (3) of Section 5/A.

(2)"" The minister shall present his recommendatiomsein Subsection (1) of Section 6 to the
President of the Republic within three months.

(2a)® The minister shall present his recommendation doceptance of renunciation of
citizenship to the President of the Republic withsixty days. The body in charge of
naturalization and nationality matters shall adibygt resolution referred to in Subsection (3) of
Section 8 within sixty days.

(3) " The body in charge of naturalization and natiapafhatters shall adopt a decision
concerning applications for citizenship certifieend the official inquiries referred to in Section
12 within sixty days.

73 Enacted: by paragraph (2) Section 59 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
7% Established: by paragraph (3) Section 59 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

7> Established by Section 9 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
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’® Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
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77 Established: by paragraph (1) Section 60 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
’® Enacted: by paragraph (2) Section 60 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
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(4)*° The time limits defined in Subsections (1)-(3)lsbammence on the day of receipt of the
declaration, petition, application or inquiry byethody in charge of naturalization and nationality
matters, which may, in justified cases, be extermlezk by an additional sixty days in the cases
provided for in Subsections (1), (2a) and (3), agdhree months in the cases provided for in
Subsection (2).

(5)** The time limits prescribed under Subsections 8))shall not include:

a) the length of time elapsed from the time of noficerequesting the missing information
until such information is supplied,;

b) the duration of any suspension of the proceedings;

c) the time required for obtaining the opinions reddrto in Paragrapt) of Subsection (3) of
Section 19;

d) the length of time elapsed between the time ofintak request for obtaining any data or
information relating to nationality from anothertlaority or government body until the reply is
received.

(6) 8 A petition for naturalization and repatriation,daa declaration of renunciation can be
revoked before the final decision of the Presideinthe Republic, and an application for a
citizenship certificate can be revoked before iissued, in which cases the body in charge of
naturalization and nationality matters shall disfse procedure.

(7)® In citizenship proceedings the petitioner may beresented by proxy, if personal
participation is not required mandatory by law. Thedy in charge of naturalization and
nationality matters shall investigate the power representation, and shall disqualify the
representative if he/she is deemed to lack capamityails to produce adequate proof of
authorization.

(8) 8 If the conclusion of a citizenship petition is toagent upon the resolution of a matter
that falls within the jurisdiction of another authy, the body in charge of naturalization and
nationality matters shall suspend the proceedihgt is within the right of the petitioner to
initiate the procedure before the other authontguestion, the body in charge of naturalization
and nationality matters shall advise the petitiottedo so within a prescribed deadline. If the
petitioner fails to carry out this request, the yod charge of naturalization and nationality

8 Established: by paragraph (3) Section 60 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

# Enacted: by paragraph (2) Section 7 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to
proceedings opened after 1 January 2011.

8 Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Numbering amended: by
paragraph (2) Section 7 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Amended: by subparagraph d)
Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

8 Numbering amended: by paragraph (2) Section 7 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010.
Amended: by Section 12 of Act CLXXIV of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by subparagraph p)
Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

8 Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Numbering amended: by
paragraph (2) Section 7 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Amended: by subparagraph q)
Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.



matters shall dismiss the procedure or adopt sie&cor make a recommendation to the minister
for submitting a proposal to the President of tie@iblic based on the information at hand.

(9) ® In connection with applications for the issue iizenship certificates the body in charge
of naturalization and nationality matters shalltheut any further investigation, adopt a ruling
for the rejection of the petition, the termination suspension of the proceeding, and also with
respect to the bearing of the costs of the proogedi

Data Protection, Data Supply

Section 18.

The following may gain access to documents relatngtizenship proceedings:

a) the person concerned in the matter, or his/esce&hdants and ancestors following his/her
death;

b) law enforcement agencies, criminal investiga@othorities and national security agencies
in matters falling within their jurisdiction to thextent required for their statutory proceedings.

Section 19.

(1)®® Data related to the granting of Hungarian cititémsby way of naturalization or
repatriation, including those defined in Subsec{ibnof Section 14 and in Section 20/A, shall be
supplied by the registrar of competence by refexe¢adche place for administering the citizenship
oath or pledge of allegiance, or in the case o$qes repatriated under Subsections (3), (3a), (6)
and (7) of Section 4, or Section 5, by the regisbfacompetence by reference to the place for
administering the citizenship oath or pledge ofegitince, or by the body in charge of
naturalization and nationality matters to otheristgrs, to the body operating the personal data
and address records, the immigration authority, réfegee authority, and to the Kozponti
Statisztikai Hivatal Central Statistics Office).

(2) ®" Concerning the termination of Hungarian citizepshiie body in charge of naturalization
and nationality matters shall notify the body opiegathe personal data and address records, the
authority issuing birth, marriage and death cediies, the passport authority, and in respect of
potential conscripts and persons subject to mylitaervice, the department of military
administration and records of the Ministry of Defen

& Enacted by Subsection (2) of Section 7 of Act XLVI of 2005. Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2)
of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Numbering amended: by paragraph (2) Section 7 of Act XLIV of 2010. In
force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Amended: by Section 12 of Act CLXXIV of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.

¥ Established: by paragraph (1) Section 61 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

8 Established by Subsection (2) of Section 10 of Act XXI of 2006. Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection
(2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by Section 54 of Act CLXXVII of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01.
2012. Amended: by subparagraph c) Section 23 of Act XClll of 2012. In force: as of 6. 07. 2012. The
change does not effect the English version. Amended: by subparagraphs d) and r) Section 63 and
subparagraph c) Section 64 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.



(3) % In the course of citizenship proceedings, the stimi and the body in charge of
naturalization and nationality mattets:

a) may gain access to the register of births, mges and deaths and the related documents,
and may request copies thereof;

b)*® may request data from and may gain access towetlie personal data and address
records, the immigration register, the register sgwbrds of refugees and the travel document
register;

c) ®* may request data from police records, the registeonvicted criminals and the files of
indicted persons, and also from the prosecutofisesfand the courts;

d)*? may request the opinion of notaries, districtagf§, consuls, guardians, the immigration
authority and the refugee authority, and shall estjahe opinion of the police and the national
security agency of competent jurisdiction.

(4)* In naturalization procedures, repatriation procedy and procedures for acquiring
citizenship and for the verification of citizenshijne body authorized to receive petitions for
citizenship shall check whether the petitioner agistered in the personal data and address
records.

Section 20.

Documents of citizenship may not be discarded, taedbody in charge of naturalization and
nationality matters shall provide for the safekegmnd recording thereof.

Change of Name®™

8 Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006.
8 Amended: by subparagraph s) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
% Established: by paragraph (2) Section 61 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

! Established by Subsection (2) of Section 10 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to
cases in progress as well.

%2 Established: by paragraph (2) Section 8 of Act XLIV of 2010. In force: as of 20. 08. 2010. Shall apply to
proceedings opened after 1 January 2011. Amended: by subparagraph d) Section 23 of Act XClll of 2012.
In force: as of 1. 01. 2013. Amended: by subparagraph t) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1.
03.2013.

% Enacted: by paragraph (3) Section 61 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

% Amended by Paragraph g) of Subsection (2) of Section 168 of Act CIX of 2006. Amended: by
subparagraph d) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
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Section 20/A. %

(1)”” A foreign national applying for naturalization megncurrently request:

a) to bear the former family birth name of his owrobhis ancestors;

b) to waive one or more components of his familytbitame if applicable, or any designation
of gender from his birth name or married name;

¢) the Hungarian equivalent of his/her forename.

d)® to bear the former family birth name of his spowsehis spouse’s ancestors, or - if
widowed or divorced - the former family birth namiehis former spouse or his former spouse’s
ancestors.

(1ay® Authorization to a foreign national applying foataralization for bearing the name
referred to in Paragrapl) of Subsection (1) may be granted if bearing a imémame and:

a) - if married - his/her spouse bears the namenetdleo in Paragrap@) of Subsection (1) or
requests - in naturalization proceedings - to kiéar name referred to in Paragraph of
Subsection (1),

b) - if divorced - his/her former spouse used the emaafierred to in Paragrajs of Subsection
(1),

c) - if widowed - his/her former spouse used the nesferred to in Paragra) of Subsection
(1) or could have applied for permission to bear trame referred to in Paragraph of
Subsection (1).

(2)'°° Unless otherwise provided for by the relevant gomeent decree, any petition for change
of name shall be substantiated by official docunoergxpert opinion.

(3)'°* Authorization for change of name shall be graritgdhe minister or the body in charge
of naturalization and nationality matters. If thénister or the body in charge of naturalization
and nationality matters has authorized the chafgeme, this decision shall take effect on the
day when taking the citizenship oath or pledgellefyaance defined in Section 7.

(4) Any change of name shall be duly registered.

(5)'°2 A foreign national applying for naturalization megguest in a change of name procedure
to have the name of his/her deceased mother showiungarian, if the mother's name had
previously been indicated in Hungarian in any @géficdocument.

% Enacted by Section 11 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001. Applies to cases in progress as
well.
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192 Enacted: by paragraph (4) Section 17 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011.



Use of Foreign Place-Names'®

Section 20/B. 1%

(1) If a foreign municipality had an official Hungan name previously, this Hungarian name
of such foreign town shall be used in naturalizaaod repatriation procedures.

(2) If a foreign municipality did not have an ofé€ Hungarian name previously, the official
name of such town used in that country shall bed use naturalization and repatriation
procedures.

(3) A foreign national applying for naturalization repatriation may request, if Subsection (1)
applies, to have the name of the foreign munidpaiidicated (in parenthesis) in its official form
as used in that country, in addition to the presiofficial Hungarian name.

(4) If a foreign municipality did not have an ofi€ Hungarian name previously, and if a
request specified in Subsection (3) had been fdétdy the foreign place-name in its official form
as used in that country - if shown in the documentslable - the name of the canton, province
or the federal state, and - in all cases - the naintige country shall be indicated in parenthesis.

(5) The name of the canton, province or the fedstale shall be recorded according to its
official name at the time of registration, and tieme of the country shall be recorded according
to its official name, in Hungarian, at the timeregistration.

Closing Provisions
Section 21. 1%

Section 22.

Unless this Act provides otherwise, in legal pratiegs instituted on the basis of the
provisions of this Act, Chapter XX of Act Ill of 52 on Civil Proceedings shall apply.

Section 23. 1%

(1) **" For the purposes of this Act, 'Hungarian residehgll mean - as of the day of
registration of residence - a non-Hungarian citizio resides in Hungary, and:

a) has been granted immigrant or permanent resstatuis;

b) has been granted refugee status; or

1% Enacted by Section 9 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 January 2006.

104 Established: by Section 18 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011.

1 Repealed by Subsection (1) of Section 14 of Act XXXII of 2001, effective as of 1 July 2001.

1% Established by Section 12 of Act XXXII of 2001. Subsection (2) enters into force on 1 July 2001.

197 Established by Subsection (2) of Section 92 of Act | of 2007, effective as of 1 July 2007.



c) exercises his/her right of free movement andlesge in the territory of the Republic of
Hungary in accordance with the provisions laid dowthe Act on the Admission and Residence
of Persons with the Right of Free Movement and dRexie.

(2)108

Section 24.

(2) Thif,oéct shall enter into force on the firstydz the fourth month following promulgation.

(2)-(3)

(4)'*° The Government is hereby authorized:

a) to designate the body in charge of naturalizaBod nationality matters by means of a
decree;

b) to decree the responsibilities in connection whtd administration of citizenship oaths and
pledges of allegiance;

c) to decree the responsibilities of the body audsatito receive petitions for citizenship in
connection with the receipt of petitions for citizhip and the forwarding of documents, and the
tasks relating to the notification of the registraf the authorities;

d) to decree the forms prescribed for proceedingslwcted under this Act, and the documents
to be enclosed with petitions for citizenship;

e) to decree the requirements regarding the exaromapirescribed in Paragrapé) of
Subsection (1) of Section 4, the procedural ordwreof, the regulations concerning the
verification of entitlement for exemption from thexam, and the contents and security
requirements of the exam certificates, and to deseg the body for conducting the said
examination and its duties relate thereto;

f) to decree the type of documents required in cdiorewith applications for change of name,
for verifying the data contained therein.

Section 25,11

The provisions of this Act, as amended by Act XIN2611 on the Amendment of Act LXVI of
1992 on Records of the Personal Data and Addred<@gizens, Act LV of 1993 on Hungarian
Citizenship and Act | of 2010 on Civil-Status Ret®rand the Related Procedures (hereinafter
referred to as “Act XIV of 2011") shall apply to t@alization and repatriation procedure in
progress at the time of Act XIV of 2011 enterintpiforce.

Compliance with the Majority Requirement Set Out in the Fundamental
LanlZ

1% Repealed: by subparagraph d) Section 64 of Act CCVII of 2012. No longer in force: as of 1. 03. 2013.
199 Repealed by Subsection (2) of Section 32 of Act XLVI of 2005, effective as of 1 November 2005.

110 Established: by Section 62 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.

1 Enacted: by Section 19 of Act XIV of 2011. In force: as of 9. 03. 2011.

12 Enacted: by paragraph (4) Section 71 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012.



Section 26,113

Subsections (1) and (2) of Section 1, Subsectipmf(&ection 1, Sections 2-4, Subsection (2)
of Section 4/A, Section 5, Subsections (1) and (fa$ection 5/A, Subsections (2) and (3) of
Section 7, Subsections (1) and (2) of Section ®s8ction (4) of Section 8, Subsections (1) and
(4) of Section 9, Section 23 and Section 25 of &us shall be considered an implementing act
pursuant to Articles) (4) of the Fundamental Law.

13 Enacted: by paragraph (4) Section 71 of Act CCl of 2011. In force: as of 1. 01. 2012. Amended: by
subparagraph w) Section 63 of Act CCVII of 2012. In force: as of 1. 03. 2013.



